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SummitOverview

Equality Now, Safe Hands for
Girls, the U.S. Institute of Peace,
and the U.S. Network to End FG-
M/C, with support from Wallace
Global Fund and Human Dignity
Foundation have organized the
first End Violence Against Girls:
Summit to End FGM/C inthe
U.S.. This creative, positive and
engaging event brings toge-

ther domestic andinternational
thoughtleaders-survivors, civil
society, front line professionals,
and governmenttodiscuss how
we can together end FGM/C by
2030.

The Summit will facilitate a
cross-sectoral approach,in

the U.S. and internationally, to
ending FGM/C. Subject matter
experts will share top-line re-
commendations across sectors,
including: survivor/activists, child
protection, education, health
care, community andfaith-based
groups, law enforcement and
governmenttorespondtoand
eliminate FGM/C.

Summit Goals

Share best practices in ending
FGM/C and supporting FGM/C
survivors.

Advance acomprehensi-
ve multi-sectoral approachto
ending FGM/C and providing
servicestothoseaffected, inclu-
ding healthcare, child protection,
education, and law enforcement.

Foster increased coordination
and collaborationamonggover-
nment, frontline professionals,
religious and community leaders,
and activists focused on pro-
tecting girls from violence and
eradicating FGM/C by 2030.

Launch inclusive and vibrant
U.S. End FGM/C Network.

Strengthen international move-
ment to EndFGM/C.
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8:00 am Registration, Leland Atrium
Coffeeandlightbreakfast

9:00 am Welcome & Keynote Remarks

Nancy Lindborg; President, U.S. Institute of Peace

Catherine Russell; U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for Global

Women’s Issues

Shelby Quast; Director, Americas Office, Equality Now
Jaha Dukureh; Founder & Executive Director, Safe

Hands for Girls // Video Address from Secretary-Ge-

neral of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon // Lakshmi

Puri; Deputy Executive Director, UN Women & Assistant

Secretary-General of the United Nations

Senator Harry Reid; U.S. Senate (D-NV), Minority Leader
Video: FGM/C 101 by the Guardian // Kathleen

Kuehnast; Senior Gender Advisor, U.S. Institute of Peace.

9:30 am Panel 1: Activists & Youth

Moderator: Maryum Saifee; Policy Advisor, U.S. State

Department

Participants: Aissata Camara; Co-Founder, There Is No

Limit Foundation // Domtila Chesang; Regional Coor-

dinator, Guardian Global Media to End FGM // Leyla

Hussein; Lead Campaigner, Psychotherapist & Consultant
Her Story, Uncut; Written & Directed by Katie Cappie-

llo, featuring members ofthe GoodCapp Artsensemble:

Nikita Bleyer, Odley Jean, Jasmine Niang.

10:15 am Networking Break, Leland Atrium.

10:45 am Panel 2: Role of Educators
Moderator: Angela Peabody; Executive Director/Founder,
Global Woman PEACE Foundation
Participants: Kakenya Ntaiya; Founder & President, Kaken-
ya’s Dream // Djessou Kouyate; Senior Project Officer,
Inter-African Committee-U.S.A // Alison Milofsky; Director
of Curriculum and Training Design, U.S. Institute of
Peace // Sami Ullah; Events & Development Director,
Integrate Bristol.



11:25 am

12:00 pm

1:15 pm

1:25 pm

2:05 pm

2:40 pm

Panel 3: Medical & Service Providers

Moderator: Dr.Ranit Mishori, Director of GlobalHealth
Initiatives, Georgetown University Medical Center
Participants: Comfort Momoh, MBE; Midwife and FG-
M/C and Public Health Specialist, Guys and St Thomas’
Hospital, London // Dr. Marci Bowers, Physician & Sur-
geon, Mills-Peninsula & Mt. Sinai // Dr. Crista Johnson,
Founding Director, Refugee Women’s Health Clinic

Dr. Nawal M. Nour, Director, African Women'’s Health
Center, Brigham and Women’s Hospital.

Buffet Lunch, Great Hall

Video: Trailer for Jaha’s Journey, Introduced by
Maggie O’Kane, Global Media Campaign to End FGM

Panel 4: Law Enforcement & Child Protection
Moderator: Susan Masling, Attorney, U.S. Department
of Justice

Participants: Kathleen O’Connor, Deputy Chief, Human
Rightsand Special Prosecutions Section, Criminal Divi-
sion, U.S. Department of Justice

Christine Nanjala, Assistant Director, Directorof Public
Prosecutions Office // Maria Saine, Programmes Ma-
nager, Safe Hands for Girls // Gerry Campbell,former
Detective Chief Superintendent, Scotland Yard.

Panel 5: Religious and Community Leaders
Moderator: ManalOmar, Associate Vice President,
Cen-terfor Middle East and Africa, U.S. Institute of
Peace.

Participants: PastorImmanualBamba//Imam Alas Jaw-
ne // Arsalan Suleman, Acting U.S. Special Envoy to the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation, U.S. Department
of State // Imam Baba Leigh.

Video: Address from The Right Honorable Priti
Patel, UK Secretary of State for International Development



2:45 pm

3:15 pm

3:50 pm

3:55 pm

4:30 pm

Networking Break, Leland Atrium.

Panel 6: International Sustainable Development
Goals

Moderator: Lyric Thompson, Director of Policy and Advo-
cacy, International Center for Research on Women
Participants: Susan Markham, Senior Coordinator for
Gender Equalityand Women’s Empowerment, U.S.
AgencyforInternational Development (USAID) // Dr.
Morissanda Kouyate, Executive Director, Inter-African
Committee on Traditional Practices // Nafy Diop, Coor-
dinator for the UNFPA/UNICEF Programme on Female
Genital Mutilation/Cutting // Dr. Faith Mwangi-Powell,
Global Director, The Girl Generation // Mary Wandia,
Global Program Manager, End FGM, Equality Now.

Congressman Joseph Crowley, U.S. House of Re-
presentatives (D-New York)

Panel 7: Best Practices and Solutions

Moderator: Shelby Quast, Director, Americas Office,
Equality Now.

Participants: Activists and Youth - Jaha Dukureh, Founder
& Executive Director, Safe Hands for Girls // Health-
care-RanitMishori, Director of Global Health Initiatives,
Georgetown University Medical Center // Education

- Angela Peabody, Executive Director/Founder, Global
Woman PEACE Foundation // Immigration - Dr. Nina
Smart, Founder, SWF International // Foreign Policy -
LyricThompson, Director of Policy and Advocacy at the
International Center for Research on Women (ICRW)
Law Enforcement—Jeanne Smoot, Senior Counsel for
Policy and Strategy, Tahirih Justice Center.

Closing Remarks Reception - light refreshments
available; Leland Atrium.
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Nancy Lindborg
President, U.S. Institute of Peace (USIP)

@nancylindborg
@USIP

Nancy Lindborg is President of the
United States Institute of Peace, an
independent institution founded by
Congress that brings practical solutions
to prevent and resolve conflict. Working
in the world’s most fragile regions,

Ambassador Cathy Russell
Ambassador for Global Women'’s
Issues, U.S. State Department

@AmbCathyRussell

Asthe U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for
Global Women's Issues, Cathy Russell
leadsthe State Department’seffortsto
advance gender equality and the em-
powermentof womenandgirlsaround
theworld, focusing on addressing gen-
der-based violence, promotingwomen’s
full participationin society, investing

Democracy, Conflict and Humanitarian
Assistance (DCHA) at USAID saw Ms.
Lindborglead responsesto the Syrian
Crisis, droughts in Sahel and Horn of
Africa, the Arab Spring, Ebola and
other crises. She also presided over
Mercy Corps for 14 years and has
served as co-president of the Board of
Directors for the U.S. Global Leader-
ship Coalition; co-founder and board
member of the National Committee

on North Korea; and chair of the
Sphere Management Committee. She
isa member of Council on Foreign
Relations. She holdsa B.A. and M.A.
in English Literature fromStanford
Universityandan M.A. in Public
Administration from Harvard
University.

in adolescent girls, and integrating
women’s issues into U.S. foreign policy.
She also serves as co-chair of the
U.S.-Afghan Women’s Council and the
U.S.-Pakistan Women’s Council,and as
aboard memberforThomson Reuters
Foundation’s Trust Womeniinitiative,
the Wilson Center’s Women in Public
Service Initiative, and the Alliance for
Artisan Enterprise. Prior to this role, she
served as Deputy Assistant to the
President and Chief of Staff to Second
Lady Dr. Jill Biden, while coordinating
thedevelopmentofthe Administration’s
strategy to prevent and respond to
gender-based violence globally. The
hasalso served as Staff Director of the
Senate Judiciary Committee and Senior
CounseltoSenator PatrickJ. Leahy.
Shereceived a B.A. in Philosophy from
Boston College and a J.D. from George
Washington University.



Lakshimi Puri

Assistant Secretary-General of the UN
and Deputy Executive Director of UN
Women

Ms. Lakshmi Puri is Assistant Secre-
tary-General of the UN and Deputy
Executive Director of UN Women, the
United Nations Entity for Gender Equa-
lity and the Empowerment of Women.

Jaha Dukureh
Founder and Executive Director,
Safe Hands for Girls

@JahaENDFGM
@Safehands4girls

Jaha Dukureh is the founderand
executive director of Safe Hands for
Girls, a non-profit organization working
toprotectyoungwomenandgirlswho
are at risk for FGM. Ms. Dukureh’s
work has led to policy changes both

Sheis directly responsible for the lea-
dership and management of the Bureau
for Intergovernmental Support, United
Nations Coordination, and Strategic
Partnerships. Throughout her career,
Ms. Puri has promoted the gender
equalityandwomen’sempowerment
agendain various capacitiesin the con-
text of peace and security, human rights
and sustainable development. She has
extensive experience in economicand
development policy-making covering
trade, investment, migration and labour
mobility, financial flows, environment
and climate change, energy, agriculture
and food security, universal access to
essentialservices, intellectual proper-

ty rights, and traditional knowledge,
among otherissues.

in The Gambia and U.S. and helped
tocreatealawinthe U.S. that madeit
illegal to transport girls out of the coun-
try for purposes of FGM. She success-
fully advocated to President Obama’s
administration and the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services to take
the essentialfirst step of commissio-
ning a report on the prevalence of
FGM in the U.S. The CDC released
itsfindings last year, estimating more
than 503,000 young women and girls
are either living with or at risk of FGM
inthe U.S. For heroutstanding workas
a global campaigner to end FGM and
promote women’s rights, she was
featuredinthel’Oréal ParisWomen of
Worth campaign and was named to
TIME Magazine’s 100 Most Influential
People for 2016.



Shelby Quast

Director, Equality Now

@ShelbyRQuast
@equality now

Shelby Quastisthe Director of Equality
Now, a collaborative organisation that
works to advance human rights for
women and girls and to inform U.S.
foreign and domestic policy. Shelby has
worked internationally for over three
decades in a broad range of disciplines
and, earlierinher career, practiced

law at Wilmer, Cutler & Pickeringin
Washington, D.C.She participates

Senator Harry Reid
U.S.Senate

@SenatorReid

Harry Reid is the senior United States
Senator from Nevada, having served
since 1987. Amember of the Democra-
ticParty, hehasservedasthe Senate

in numerous coalitions and working
groups, including the Civil Society
Working Group on Women, Peace
and Security; Anti-Trafficking Advoca-
tes Network; Girls Not Brides U.S.A;
International Violence Against Women
Act; and the Coalition for Adolescent
Girls. Shelby speaks widely on human
rights and authored numerous reports
on Gender Justice for the UN and the
Organization for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development. Prior to her time
at Equality Now, Shelbyco-founded
both the International Legal Assistance
Consortium for post-conflict legal
reform and the Partners for Gender
Justice,

a network of UN agencies, member
states, and civil society organizations.
Shelby is a recipient of the Fulbright
award and holds aJ.D. from Columbus
School of Law at CUA and a B.A. in
International Business fromthe
University of Oregon.

Minority Leader since January 2015,
and has previously served as Majority
Leader, Minority Whip, and Majority
Whip. Previously, Reid was a member
ofthe U.S. House of Representatives,
representing Nevada’s 1st congressio-
nal district, and served in Nevada local
and state government as city attorney of
Henderson, a state legislator, the 25th
Lieutenant Governor, and chairman of
the Nevada Gaming Commission. In
1970, Reid became theyoungest Lt.
Governorin Nevada history, winning
the election at age 30.



Kathleen Kuehnast
Senior Gender Advisor, U.S. Institute of
Peace

@kathkuehnast

Dr. Kathleen Kuehnast is the senior gen-
deradvisorat USIP. Asasociocultural
anthropologist, Kuehnasthasfocused
onthedifferentgenderedimpacts of
violenceand conflictonbothmenand
women. In addition, her efforts have
focused on the U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1325, including the critical
rolewomenshouldplayinallaspectsof

Congressman Joe Crowley
U.S. House of Representatives

@repjoecrowley

JoeCrowleyisthe U.S.Representative
for New York’s 14th congressional
district. Heisa member of the Demo-
craticPartyandisthe Vice-Chairofthe
Democratic Caucus, the fifth-highest

peacebuilding. Priorto USIP, Kathleen
worked with the World Bankasa senior
social scientist, focusing on such thema-
tic streams as women and poverty, social
capital and community driven develop-
mentinfragileand post-conflictsocieties.
Kathleen’sregional expertiseis Central
Asia, where she lived for several years
in the country of Kyrgyzstan completing
her doctoral dissertation research onthe
impact of post-Soviet transition on Mus-
limwomen. Dr.Kuehnastisarecipient
ofthe Mellon Foreign Fellowship atthe
Library of Congress, aformer Kennan
Institute Fellow at the Wilson Center.and
the 2015 recipient of the Perdita Huston
Human Rights Award of the UN Asso-
ciation ofthe National Capital Area.
Sheisalsoamember of the Council

on Foreign Relations. Kathleen holds

a doctorateinsociocultural
anthropology from the University of
Minnesota.

ranking positionin House Democratic
Leadership. Joe’s efforts in Congress
are focused on building strong commu-
nities, creatingjobs, increasing access
tohealth careand housing, protecting
seniors’ hard-earned benefits, and ope-
ning up educational opportunities for
working families. His seat on the presti-
gious Committee on Ways and Means
allows Joeto workdirectly onissues of
importance to the residents of the 14th
District —keeping Medicare and Social
Security strong,improving healthcare
for all Americans and creating a fair
and equitable tax code for American
families and small businesses.



Maryum Saifee - Moderator
U.S.State Department Office of Global
Women'’s Issues

@swordy786

Maryum Saifee isan American diplo-
mat currently posted in the Secretary’s
Office of Global Women’s Issues.
She has also served overseasin U.S.

Aissata Camarad

Strategic Relationships Managerand
ProgramDirectorforNYCJunior Ambas-
sador Program, NYC Mayor’s Office for
International Affairs

@TherelsNoLimitF

Embassies in Cairo and Baghdad, as
well as Consulates in Alexandria and
Erbil. Prior to joining the State Depart-
ment, she worked and consulted for

a variety of philanthropic and inter-
national developmentorganizations
includingthe Ford Foundation, United
Nations Development Program, Human
Rights Watch, Microfund for Women,
and Acumen Fund. Shealsoserved

as a Peace Corps Volunteerin Jordan
and worked for a Seattle-based South
Asian domesticviolence organization
asanAmeriCorpsVolunteer. Maryum
isagraduate of Columbia University’s
School of International andPublic
Affairsand aterm member with the
Council on Foreign Relations.

Aissata serves as the Strategic Re-
lationships Manager and Program
Director for the NYC Junior Ambas-
sadors program in the New York City
Mayor’s Office for International Affairs.
Priortothisrole,sheco-founded There
Is No Limit Foundation, aninternational
non-profit organization empowering
women, children and communities
throughentrepreneurshipandeduca-
tion. For her work as a social entre-
preneur and advocate to end FGM/C,
she was featured in The Guardian and
PBS and is a recipient of the Jo Ivey
Boufford Award for Innovative Solutions
toPublicService Challenges.



Domtila Cheseng

Regional Coordinator in Kenya,

The Guardian Global MediaCampaign
to EndFGM

=
=
(@)
a
(@]
®

Leyla Hussein

Psychotherapistand founder of the

Dahlia Project
c
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Leyla Hussein a Psychotherapist and
internationallectureronFGMandgen-
derrights. Her work has been presen-
ted at esteemed academic institutions
such as Oxford, Cambridge, Columbia,
Harvard, Georgetown, George Was-
hington Universitiesand University of
Pennsylvania university. She founded

Was born and still lives in the mountains
of Western Kenya, in a placecalled
Kapenguria.Sheisatrained high school
teacher whosacrificed her profession
to campaign foran End to FGM in her
community, the Pokot, and other ethnic
communities in Kenya. Domtila has
rescued several girlsfrom FGM as well
as helped them re-enter school. She
uses the mediatotrain otheractivistand
journalists about the dangers of FGM.

the Dahlia Project, a specialist psy-
chotherapist/counselling servicefor
survivors of FGM. Leylawrites columns
andregularfeaturesforthe Huffington
Post, Cosmopolitan magazine and The
Guardian, and has published articlesin
Newsweek, Mumsnet, Stylist magazine
and other media outlets. Leylawas na-
med as Cosmopolitan’s Ultimate Cam-
paigner Women of the Year Award
2010, included in the BBC 100 women
list of 2013, voted 6th in the Woman’s
Hour 2014 Power List, named RedLine
magazine women of the year 2014 and
Debbets 500 list of Most Influential in
the UK. Leyla was the recipient of the
Emma Humphrey Award, Lin Groves
Special Award, and the Iranian and
Kurdish Women’s Rights Organisation’s
True Honour Award, and theWorld
Peace and Prosperity Foundation’s
Award 2013. She is also a Global
Ambassador for the GirlGeneration
andSisterhood magazine.



Angela Peabody - Moderator
Founderand Executive DirectorofGlo-
balWomanP.E.A.C.E. Foundation

@PeabodyAngela

Angela Peabodyisthefounderand
executive director of Global Woman
P.E.A.C.E. Foundation, an organization
founded onthe principles of eliminating

Kakenya Ntaiya
Founder, Kakenya’s Dream

@KakeynaN
@KakenyaCenter

Kakenya Ntaiya, founder and president of
Kakenya Centre for Excellence believes
that education willempowerand motivate
young girls to become agents of change

violence and injustices against women
and girls. The mission of the organi-
zation is to empower women and girls
through educationtoeradicategen-
der based violence with emphasis on
FGM/C. After a celebrated career as a
television broadcast journalistin Liberia,
and Special Press Secretary to the coun-
try’s firstwoman Minister of Agriculture,
Angelaimmigrated to the United States,
following the bloody and brutal coup
d’etatin her native Liberia. Angela de-
velopedthe passion asanadvocate for
women and girlsagainstinjusticesand
violence after her sister was killed by her
husbandinanactofdomesticviolence.
Sheisalsothefirst Liberian woman to
ever penand publish a full-length novel.

intheircommunityand country.TheCen-
ter, a girls’ primary boarding school in
Enoosaen, Kenya, opened in May 2009
and currently has 170 students in grades
fourthrough eight. Kakenyahasbeena
recipient of the Feminist Majority Founda-
tion’sGlobal Women’sRight Awardand
aVital Voices Global Leadershipaward.
She has been recognized by Women
inthe Worldasa “WomanofImpact,”

a Top Ten CNN Hero, a National
Geographic Emerging Explorer, one of
Newsweek’s “150 Women Who Shake
the World,” and counted as Women
Deliver 100: The Most Inspiring People
Delivering for Girls and Women.



Djessou Kouyate-Conteh
Senior Project Officer, Inter-African
Committee, U.S.

Alison Milofsky
Director of Curriculum and Training
Design, U.S. Institute of Peace

@UsIP

Alison Milofsky is the director of curricu-
lum and training design in the Institute’s
Academy where she overseesthe
Institute’s conflict managementtraining
programfor peacekeepersinpartners-
hipwith the State Department’s Africa
Contingency Operations Training and
Assistance program (ACOTA).Throu-
ghthisprogram, USIP has provided

Djessou Kouyate-Contehisthe Senior
Project Officer for Inter-African Commi-
tteeU.S.,anorganizationthatworksto
endviolence against women and chil-
dren. Djessou has aBachelor'sdegree
inBusiness Administration from Univer-
sity of Maryland and a Certification of
Project Management from Georgetown
University. She is also Co-Founder of Va-
cances Sans Excision (Summerwithout
FGM/C), SummerCamp.

trainingin negotiation, mediationand
protection of civilians to more than
3000 peacekeepers from 15 African
countries deploying to 7 UN/AU
missions. In addition, Allisonteaches
USIP’s facilitation course aswellasin-
tergroup dialogues on race and gender
atthe University of Maryland. She tra-
ins young leaders through the Institute’s
Generation Change program and has
led dialogue trainings in Afghanistan,
Kenya and Rwanda as well asconduc-
ted programs for educators in Southeast
Asia, the Middle East and Central Asia,
and Africa. Allison previously served
asassociate director of the Anti-Defa-
mation League’s Washington, D.C. re-
gional office, and she served in Peace
Corps/Slovakia as a teacher trainer.
Allison holdsa bachelor’'sdegree from
McGill University and a doctorate in
education policy, with a specialization
in curriculum theory and development,
from the University of Maryland.



Sami Ullah
Events and Development Coordinator,
Integrate Bristol UK

Samijoined Integrate Bristol, a charity
that empowers young people to raise

awarenessofgenderbasedissues, such
as female genital mutilation, child sexual
exploitation and radicalisation through
media projectsand peer education ses-
sions, in 2013, playing a lead role in their
stage production, My Normal Life. Since
then, he has been trained to be a lead
outreachworker,deliveringpeereduca-
tion sessions, and FGM safeguardingto
front-line professionals. As Eventsand
Development Coordinator, he coordinates
all outreach work conducted by Integrate
UK and as of January 2017, Sami will be
oneoftwoleadsonworkagainsthonour
crime and forced marriage.



Dr. Ranit Mishori - Moderator
Director, Family Medicine’s Global
Health Initiatives, Georgetown University
School of Medicine

@ranitmd

Ranit Mishori, MD, MHS, FAAFP is an
Associate Professor of Family Medi-
cine, Georgetown University School
of Medicine, and the director of the
Department of Family Medicine’s
Global Health Initiatives, where she
founded the residency program’s Glo-
bal Health Scholars track. Dr. Mishori
isalsothe director of the department’s

new Health and Media fellowship and
the nascent Center for Media, Health
& Primary Care and the director of
Georgetown’s Practice-Based Research
Network (PBRN) CAPRICORN and is
the co-founder and co-chair of MedStar
Health Institute’s Primary Care Research
Collaborative (PCRC). She has beena
consultantfor The World Bank and for
Physicians for Human Rights, and par-
ticipates in training, curriculum design,
andresearchintheirSexualViolence

in Conflict Zones program. Previously,
she was the Family Medicine Clerkship
Director at Georgetown University for
twoyears. Dr.Mishoriistherecipient of
severalacademicawards,includingthe
John Eisenberg Memorial Career Deve-
lopment Award, The STFM-NE Emerging
Leader Award, The Georgetown Uni-
versity School of Medicine International
Programs Award, the Natural Medicine
Recognition Award, and two Residency
Teaching Excellence Awards.



Comfort Momoh, MBE

Founder and Director, African Well
Woman’s Clinicat Guy and St. Thomas’
Foundation Trust

@comfortmomoh

Comfort established and runs the African
Well Woman’s Clinicat Guy and St.
Thomas’ FoundationTrustin London, a
support service for women and girls who
have undergone FGM/C.Theclinicpro-
videscounselling, advice, support, infor-

Dr. Marci Bowers
Pelvicand Gynecological Surgeon

@Bowers_MD

Dr.Bowersisa pelvicand gynecological
surgeonwithnearly25years’ experien-
ceinwomen’shealthcare.Shereceived
her medical degree from the University of
Minnesota Medical School and comple-

mation and surgical reversal of FGM/C.
As a result of this work, Comfort was
named as the first ever nurse/midwife of
theyearbytheTrustin 2003. Comfortis
a publichealth specialistand a staunch
campaigner for the eradication of FG-
M/C. An expertin the field, sheis well
known both nationally and internationa-
Ily, providing training, workshop, seminars
and conferences on FGM/C. Comfort
hasbeenaconsultedforthe WHO,

is Chairperson for the Black Women's
Health and Family supports organisation,
and isvice president for EURONET. In
June 2014, Comfort was a recipient of
the Nigerian Centenary Awards’ 100
Outstanding Nigerians that arecurrently
living or who have lived in the United
Kingdom overthe past 100yearsfor her
contribution to public service.

tedan OB/GYN residency atthe Univer-
sityof WashingtoninSeattle. Following
residency, she remainedin Seattle

where she practiced as anOB/GYN

at the Polyclinic and Swedish Medical
Center, followed by practicein Trinidad,
Colorado beforerelocatingintothe San
Francisco Bay Area. Dr. Bowershas
becomeaninternational authority oncli-
toral reconstruction forwomenwho have
suffered FGM/Cas one of few surgeons
worldwide performing functional FGM/C
reversal. She has been the subject of nu-
merous documentaries, articles and featu-
resincludingappearancesontheOprah
Winfrey Show, CBS SundayMorning
and Discovery Health, Newsweek, The
GuardianandtheTimesofLondon. Dr.
Bowersis a devoted women'’s healthcare
advocate and provider.



Dr. Crista Johnson-Agbakwu
OBGYN and Founder and Directorof
Refugee Women’s Health Clinic, Mari-
copa Integrated Health System

Dr. Crista Johnson-Agbakwu isan
Obstetrician/Gynecologist at Marico-
pa Integrated Health System, Phoenix,
AZ,wheresheisfounderanddirector
of the Refugee Women’s Health Clinic
(RWHC). Dr.Johnson-Agbakwu has

Video: Trailerfor

Jaha’'sJourney

Maggie O’Kane
Coordinator of the Global Media
Campaign to End FGM

presented nationally and internationally
on refugee women’s health, and the
challenges faced by healthcare provi-
dersin the care of women who have
experienced FGM/C. She is a Fellow
of the International Society for the Study
of Women’s Sexual Health (ISSWSH)
where she also serves as Chair of
Online Services. Her current research
incorporates CBPR to address health dis-
paritiesamong refugee women across
many facets of health including wo-
men’s reproductive, preventive, sexual,
andmentalhealth. Throughthe RWHC,
Dr.Johnson-Agbakwu hasimplemen-
tedabest practice model of carethat
isimproving healthcare access and
utilization, health literacy, community
engagement, and health care provider
cultural competencytowardsimproved
health outcomesforrefugee women.
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Dr. Nawal Nour
Director of the African Women's Health
Center, Brigham and Women’s Hospital

Dr. Nawal Nour, MD, MPH is the
director of Brigham andWomen’s
Hospital’s African Women’s Health
Center, where she actively researches
the health and policy issues regarding
FGM/C. Committed to the eradication
of FGM/C, she travels throughout the
country conductingworkshopstoedu-
cate African refugees and immigrants
onthe medical complicationsandlegal
issuesofthis practice. Sheservedon

a FGM/C task force for the American
College of Obstetrics and Gynecology
and was the primary author of Female
Genital Cutting, Clinical Management
of Circumcised Women, published by
ACOG. Dr. Nour is a board certified
Obstetrician/Gynecologist and isthe
Director ofthe Ambulatory Obstetrics
Practice at the Harvard-affiliated Bri-
ghamand Women’s Hospital in Boston,
MA. This work has been covered by
the Associated Press, New York Times,
Washington Post, NPR, O and Essen-ce
magazine and CNN Espanol. In
2008, Dr. Nour became the Director of
the Global Obstetrics and Gynecology
Division at BWH. Born in the Sudan
and raised in Egypt and England, Dr.
Nour came to the United States to
attend Brown University. Shereceived
her medical degree from Harvard Me-
dical School in 1994 and completed
achiefresidency in Obstetrics and Gy-
necology atthe Brighamand

Women’s Hospital, Boston, MA in
1998.

Founded by the Guardian-agrowing movement of major media organisations
aroundtheworld, dedicatedto usingthe mediaonaninternationaland commu-

nity level to speed an end to FGM.

Fromthe Guardian, to the Nigerian Times, to the smallest community radio in
West Pokot Kenya the media campaign persuades journalists to take up the
causeandalsoteachesactivists how to own the airwaves, amplify their ongoing
work, make contacts, create media content and hasten the end of the practice.
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Susan Masling - Moderator
Human Rights and Special Prosecutions
Section, U.S. Department of Justice

Kathleen O’Connor

Deputy Chief of the Human Rights and
Special Prosecutions Section, U.S. De-
partment of Justice

Susan Maslingisaseniortrial attorney
atthe HumanRightsand Special Prose-
cutions Section (HRSP) of the U.S. De-
partment of Justice. HRSP is the section
within DOJ which has responsibility to
enforce the federal law against FGM/C
and “vacation cutting.” Maslingis acti-
ve in the inter-agency working group on
FGM/C education and prevention.

Kathleen O’Connor serves as a career
prosecutor for the Department of
Justice. She began her career as an
Assistant United States Attorney for
the United States Attorney’s Office in
Washington, D.C. where she served as
lead counselin over 50 criminal trials.
Subsequently, Ms. O’Connor served
in several management positionsin
the United States Attorney’s Office,
including Chief of the Grand Jury and
Intake Section, and ChiefoftheThird
District Major Crimes Section. In 2005,
Ms. O’Connor accepted a position
withthe Criminal Division supervising
the Division’s Iraq rule of law capacity
building efforts.



Christine Nanjala

Assistant Director of Public Prosecutions,
Office of Director of PublicProsecutions
(ODPP) Kenya

¥

@ODPP_KE

Maria Saine
Law Student and Program Manager,
Safe Hands for Girls in The Gambia

@Ms_Saine

Christine is an advocate of the High
Court of Kenya. At ODPP, she heads
the Children Victims and Witness Su-
pportDivisionwhichincludesprosecu-
tion of child marriage and FGM cases.
Previously she worked with Ministry of
Justice and Constitutional Affairsunder
the National Legal Aid Awareness
Program.She hasbeeninstrumentalin
the developmentofthe billonlegal aid,
the Abandonment of FGM Policy. She
holds a Masters in Program Manage-
ment-combining the law with/making

it applicable to real life issues. She is
driven by the passion for protection of
children’srightsandaccesstojustice
where their rights have been violated.

Maria Saine is the programmanager
for Safe Hands for Girls in The Gam-
bia, and is also a final year law student
at the University of The Gambia. She
has led successful activitiesgeared
towards raising awareness of the effects
on FGM/C and the national policies
and laws governing FGM/C, targeting
youth, religious leaders, medical practi-
tioners, lawyers and circumcisers.



Gerry Campbell

Deputy National Lead for HBA, Forced
Marriage, and FGM/C, National Police
Chiefs’ Council, United Kingdom

@MrGerryCampbell

Gerry Campbell is the United Kingdom's
National Police Chiefs’ Council’s(NPCC)

Deputy National Lead for Honour Based
Abuse, Forced Marriage and FGM/C.
He authored the NPCC’s Policing Strate-
gy totackle HBAin England, Walesand
Northern Ireland (2015 - 2018). DCS
Campbellisapublished author, having
co-authored a book entitled Honor
-Based Violence: Policing and Prevention
and has written several other associated
articles. Gerry has over 29 years police
service, having joined the Metropoli-
tan Police Service, London in 1986.
Gerry currently has lead responsibility
in London for engaging with London’s
diverse communities and for the police
service responsetotackling all forms of
hate crime and honour based abuse and
harmful practices.



Manal Omar - Moderator
Associate Vice President, Center for
Middle Eastand Africa, U.S.
Institute of Peace

Manal Omar is the associate vice
president for the Middle East and Africa
Center at USIP. Previously, she served
asregio- nal program manager for the
Middle East at Oxfam - Great Britain,
where sherespondedto humanitarian
crisesin Palestine and Lebanon. Manal
worked with Women for Women
International asregional coordinator
for Afghanistan,lraqg and Sudan and
also served as an international advisor
for the Libya Stabili-

Pastor Emanuel Bamba
Vice-Commissioner, Conakry World
Book Capital North America

Bornandraisedin Guinea, Pastor Bam-
ba is the father of two girls and a boy.
He teaches adult Sunday Bible school
in Silver Spring, Maryland since 2013
and served as the deacon of Silver

zation Team in Benghazi in 2011. Manal
started hercareerasajournalistinthe
Middle East in 1996 prior to UNESCO
recruitinghertoworkonalead assign-
mentin Iraq the following year. Manal
spentmorethanthreeyearswith the
World Bank’s Development Economics
Groupandhascarried outtraining pro-
gramsinYemen, Bahrain, Afghanistan,
Sudan, Lebanon, Palestinian Territories,
Kenyaand many other countries. Ma-
nal’sworkhasbeen profiled bythe Was-
hington Times, the Los Angeles Times, the
BBC, NPR, Glamour, the London Times
and Newsweek. Her articles and opinion
pieces have appeared in the Guardian,
the Washington Post, Foreign Policy, Azi-
zah Magazine and Islamica Magazine.
Now. She was named among Top 500
World’s Most Influential Arabs by Arabia
Business Power in 2011 and 2012, and
among the 500 Most Influential Muslims
inthe World by Georgetown University
and The RoyalIslamic Strategic Studies
Centre in2009.

Spring Assembly Church from 2012 to
2014. Pastor Bamba is also a federal
government contractor and Vice-Com-
missioner for Conakry World Book
Capital North America since February
2016. He has a degree in computer
software development.



Imam Elhadj Saidou
Nour Sylla

Imam and member of the African
Muslim Association

Born and raised in Guinea, Imam Sylla
attended Franco-Arabic school and at
the age of 17, he travelled to France,

where he earned adegree in theology.

Arsalan Suleman

Acting U.S. Special Envoy to the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation, U.S.
State Department

@Arsalan_Suleman

Arsalan Suleman is the Acting U.S.
Special Envoy to the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) at the U.S.
State Department. He engages with
the OIC and its member countries,
andwithrelevantcivilsociety onkey
foreign policy issues. As acting Special
Envoy, Arsalan works to deepen and
expand partnershipsinareasof mutual
interest, such as human rights, counte-
ringviolentextremism, health, educa-
tion, entrepreneurship, and science

and technology. Arsalan previously

Today, Imam Sylla lives and works in
the United Stateswhereheisamember
of the African Muslim Association. He
gives Koranic lessons to children and
membersofthe communitywantedto
learn the Quran, and has worked on
the issue of FGM/C in Guinea and in
diaspora communities in the U.S.

served as Deputy Special Envoy to the
OIC and as Counselor for Multilateral
Affairs in the Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor, where he
focused globallyonhumanrights
policy related to Freedom of
Expression and Freedom of Religion,
andregionally

on the Middle East, North Africa, and
South and Central Asia. Arsalan hasa
degree in International Security Studies
from Georgetown University’s School
of Foreign Service with a Certificate in
Muslim-Christian Understanding. Asa
George Mitchell Scholar, he earned a
Master’s degree in International Peace
StudiesfromTrinity College, Dublin.He
holds a J.D. from Harvard Law School,
where he published several articleson
national security and the law, and he
was a Fellow with the Harvard Ne-
gotiation Research Project. After law
school, Arsalan clerked for Judge Mi-
riam Goldman Cedarbaum in the U.S.
District Court for the Southern District of
New York, and worked as alitigation
associate at the law firm of Debevoise
& Plimpton LLP.



Imam Baba Leigh
Imam

Imam BabaLeighisaprominentimam
and cleric that has worked on the
issue of FGM/C for decades. He has
traveled to villages to talk to communi-
ties about the dangers of FGM/C and

Lyric Thompson - Moderator
Director of Policy and Advocacy,
International Center for Research

on Women

\

Lyric Thompson is the Director of
Policy and Advocacy at the Interna-
tional Center for Research on Women
(ICRW), where she leads the institu-
tion’sformulation of evidence-based
policyrecommendationsand manages
ICRW’s advocacy efforts with the U.S.
governmentand internationally. Lyric
serves as co-chair of the Girls Not
Brides U.S.A advocacy coalition, on the
steering committee of the Coalition to

how it has nothing to do with Islam.

He asserts that the practice is cultural,
traditional, and deeply-rooted in culture
butitis notreligious.. Imam Leigh
believes FG- M/Cis a violation of
human rights.

End Gender-Based Violence Globally,
the board of the UN Association of the
National Capital Area, the Executive
Committee of the Civil Society Working
Group on Women, Peace and Security
andtheboardofthe Community Center
forIntegrated Development of Came-
roon. Previously, Lyricserved for five
years as a primary expert and strate-
gistfor Amnesty International U.S.A’s
women’s human rights program, as
senior policy manager at Women for
Women International, and asa project
manager for overseas development
contracts at DAL In 2012 she served as
aleadershipandempowermentexpert
ontheselectioncommittee forthe Wo-
men Deliver Top 50 Innovations and
Ideas that Deliver for Women. In 2011,
Diplomatic Courier Magazine named
her among the Top 99 Under 33 Young
ProfessionalsImpacting Foreign Policy.
In 2016, Lyric was awarded with the
Excellence in a Campaign for Women
Serving Women Award by Professional
Womenin Advocacy.



Susan Markham
Senior Coordinator for Gender Equality
and Women’s Empowerment, USAID

Susan Markham is the United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID) Senior Coordinator for Gender
Equalityand Women’s Empowerment. In

Dr. Kouyaté
Executive Director, Inter-African Commi-
ttee on Harmful Practices

Dr. Morissanda Kouyaté is Executive
Director of the Inter-African Committee
(IAC) on Traditional Practices, a regio-
nalandinternational non-governmental
organisation affiliated with the United

thatrole, she workstoimprove thelives
of peoplearoundthe world by advan-
cing equality between females and
males, and empowering women and
girlsto participate fullyinand benefit
from development of their societies.
USAID recognizes that promoting gen-
der equality and female empowerment
isfundamentalto our missiontoend
extremepovertyand promoteresilient,
democratic societies while advancing
oursecurityand prosperity. AsSenior
Coordinator for Gender Equality and
Women’s Empowerment, Susan works
with senior leadership and mission staff
tofullyintegrate genderequalityand
female empowermentinto USAID’s
policies, programs and strategies.

Nations, the African Economic Com-
mission, and the African Union. He has
held this post since 2011, having spent
the previous 9 years as IAC’s Director
of Operations. Born and trained as a
paediatrician in Guinea, Dr. Kouyaté
subsequently obtained diplomasin
infertility treatmentsand HIV/AIDS at
JohnsHopkinsUniversityandinHealth
Services Management and Behavio-
ral Change Communications at Clark
Atlanta University. He has received
numerous awards and international
recognition for his work combating

the practice of FGM/C worldwide,an
issue to which he has dedicated his
professional life fordecades, including
aCertificate of High Appreciation from
the U.S. Peace Corps and an Award of
Excellence from the World Bank.



Nafissatou Diop
Coordinator, UNFPA-UNICEF Joint
Programme on FGM/C

@NafissatouDiop

NafissatouJ. Diopisthe coordinator of
the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme
on FGM/C, the world’s largest pro-
gramme promoting the abandonment
of FGM/C within a generation. Before
joining UNFPA, Ms. Diop conducted
operation research to test and evaluate

Mary Wandia
End FGM Program Manager, Equality
Now

Mary serves as the End FGM Program
Manager at Equality Now. She is a
feminist Pan-Africanist with over 16
years of experience working with

programs addressing FGM/C, such
asthe Conversion of Excisorsin Mali
and the Effectiveness of Using Health
Providers in the FGM/C Campaign. In
2006, she led the qualitative study of
the long-term evaluation of the Tostan
Holistic Programme in Senegal, which
provided important evidence for the
validity of the holistic social change
approach being supported by the
UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programmeon
FGM/C. Beyond the issue of FGM/C,
Ms. Diop has directed and managed
initiatives toimprove community access
toqualityreproductive healthand HIV/
AIDS services in West Africa. Ms. Diop
has a Ph.D in Demography from the
University of Montreal, a Masters in
Socioeconomicsof Developmentanda
Masters in Sociology from the Universi-
ty of Nanterre.

regional,internationalandcivil society
organizations on women’s and girl’s’
rights, grant making and management,
regional integration and governance.
Prior to joining Equality Now, she was
the Regional Program Officer for the
Open Society Foundation’s Africa
Regional Office. She also worked as
the Pan African Gender Justice Lead for
Oxfam Great Britain’s Pan Africa
Program; Regional Women’s Rights
Coordinator-Africa for ActionAid Inter-
national; and an Advocacy Officer for
the African Women’s Development and
Communication Network (FEMNET).
Mary holds a Bachelor of Education
from Kenyatta University and a Masters
of Artsin International Studies from the
University of Nairobi, Kenya.



Dr. FaithMwangi-Powell
Global Director, The Girl Generation

Dr. Faith Mwangi-Powell, MSc, Ph.D.
serves asthe Global Director for The
Girl Generation, providing strategic
direction, business developmentand
technical oversight for the initiative’s
global activities. Faith is a public health
expert and senior manager of complex
publichealth programsin Africa with
morethan 18yearsof experiencein

@fmwangipowell

leading, managing, implementing,
health programs. Her experienceinclu-
desworkingasthe founding Executive
Director of the African Palliative Care
Association and supporting palliative
care global advocacy and services de-
velopmentinover20Africancountries.
Dr. Powell has also worked as the Uni-
versity Research Company’s (URC) Chief
of Party for the USAID ASSIST Project,
where she provided technical leadership
and managerial oversight for thedesign
and implementation of project strategy
in HIV Care and Treatment, Maternal
Newborn and Child Health, Orphans
and Vulnerable Children and malaria.
She has also worked in palliative care
global advocacy and financing with
the Public Health Program of the Open
Society Foundations, based in New
York and provided strategic leadership
around palliative care advocacy, ac-
countability and resource leveraging.



Nina Smart
SWFInternational

Dr.NinaSmartisanon-violenthuman
rights activist, sociologist, and author
who educates people about FGM/C

and works to eradicate the practice

in Sierra Leone. In 2004, Dr. Smart
founded SWFInternational,alos
Angeles based non-profit organisation
that raises awareness about FGM/C
through lecturesfor students, immi-
grants and socially conscious groups.
She works with local SWF partners on
effective solutionstoend FGM and her
book Wild Flower educates audiences
worldwide about the fear and secrecy
associated with FGM/C. Chosen as
2016 ‘Woman of the Year’ for her
nonprofitwork by Senator Mendoza of
California, Dr. Smart was also honored
by the United States Congress.



Jeanne Smoot
Law Enforcement

@tahirihjustice

Jeanne Smoot serves as the Senior
Counsel for Policy and Strategy at

the Tahirih Justice Center, where her
principlefocusisonleadingthedevelo-
pment of legal and policy proposals to
address forced marriage in the United
States. Priortomovingintotoherrole
assenior counsel,Jeanne led Tahirih’s
public policy team for over a decade,
fighting to reduce vulnerabilities of
immigrant women and girls and to

empower them as survivors. Among
other achievements, Jeanne helped
draft and secure enactment of the Inter-
national Marriage Broker Regulation
Act (IMBRA) to prevent the abuse and
exploitation of so-called “mail-order bri-
des,” helped galvanize recognition of
forced marriage as a domestic human
rights problem in the United States with
aground-breaking national surveyand
the launch of a new Tahirih initiative,
helped draft legislation to fix aspects

of the broken asylum system that harm
womenandgirlsfleeinggender-based
persecution and co-wroteareportto
bringattentiontothe steep paththat
womenfacetoreceiveasylumprotec-
tioninthe United States. Jeanne most
recently helped lead successful efforts
todefend and expand protections for
immigrant survivors of domesticviolen-
ceandsexual assaultinthe reauthori-
zation ofthe Violence Against Women
Act and in the passage of a Senate bill
toreformimmigrationlaws.



More about the Organizers

Equality Now

Foundedin 1992, Equality Now is an international human rights organization dedi-
catedtoensuringthatwomenandgirlsaroundtheworld canlivetheirlivesfreefrom
violenceanddiscrimination. Combininggrassrootsactivismwithinternational, re-
gional and national legal advocacy, we envision a world in which women and men
haveequalrightsunderthelawandfullenjoymentofthoserights. With partnersand
supportersinnearly every countryinthe world, Equality Now advocatestoadvance
Legal Equality and to end FGM/C, Sex Trafficking and Sexual Violence — all with a
specialfocuson championingJusticefor Girls.

www.equalitynow.org

Safe Hands for Girls

Safe Hands for Girlsis an Atlanta-based, survivor-led 501(c)(3) organization focused
on ending FGM/C and all other forms of Gender Based Violence worldwide. Foun-
ded and led by survivor Jaha Dukureh, Safe Hands for Girls has succeeded in saving
atleast one hundred girls from FGM/C.

www.safehandsforgirls.org

United States Institute of Peace

The United States Institute of Peace works to prevent, mitigate, and resolveviolent
conflictaround the world. USIP does this by engaging directly in conflict zones and
by providinganalysis, education, and resourcesto those working for peace. Created
by Congress in 1984 as an independent, nonpartisan, federally funded organiza-
tion, USIP’s more than 300 staff work at the Institute’s D.C. headquarters, and on
the ground in the world’s most dangerous regions.

Human Dignity Foundation

Human Dignity Foundation (HDF) is a private, Swiss philanthropic foundation establi-
shed in 2004 and governed by a Board of Directors. Guided by its vision of a world
where all children and young people are living with dignity, HDF supports organi-
sations to expand and improve their work in Africa and Asia in ensuring children
grow up safe at home and in the community. HDF employs a holistic and engaged
approachtogrant-making, with afocus on harmful traditional practices such as FG-
M/C and Child Early and Forced Marriage and Child Sexual Abuse and Exploita-
tion. The foundation hasalimited lifespanand willend itsgrant-makingin 2021.


http://www.equalitynow.org/
http://www.safehandsforgirls.org/

Contributingto HDF’s strategicfocus on supportingwork towards ending FGM/Cto
date, HDF has provided HDF has provided approximately $8 million in grants to 12
organisationsin Kenya, the Gambia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, United Kingdom, United
States and the EU. The type of programmes HDF supports to end FGM/C range
fromadvocacy for policy reform, coalition building amongst activists, media cam-
paigns, supportservicesforDiasporasurvivors,andre-grantingmechanismstothe
grassroots and community based organizations.

Mary Healyisthe Executive Director of Human Dignity Foundation. Priortoworking
with HDF, Mary worked with several international organisations in Ethiopia, Cambo-
dia and Somalia as well as short missionsin over 15 countries. She is a nurse-midwi-
fe with a Masters in Community Health from Trinity College Dublin.

Wallace Global Fund

The Wallace Global Fund, a private foundation based in Washington, D.C., is gui-
ded by the vision of the late Henry A. Wallace, former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
and 33rd Vice President ofthe United Statesunder Franklin D. Roosevelt. The Fund’s
mission isto promote an informed and engaged citizenry, to fight injustice, and to
protectthediversity of natureand the natural systems upon which all life depends.
The Fund’s women’srightsand empowerment programincludes effortstoridthe
world of FGM/C including mobilizing resources and policy support, catalyzing
grassroots action, backing advocates and survivors, and mobilizing resourcesin
support of community-led processes of social change. FGM/C has been a pillar of
the Fund’s women’s rights grant-making since its inception, beginning with Dr. Gordie
Wallace’s pioneering FGM/C advocacy in the 1970s-1990s.

Susan Gibbs is a philanthropic advisor to the Wallace Global Fund, where she
manages the Fund’s grants portfolio on women’s rights and empowerment, with a cu-
rrentfocus on FGM/Cand women’s economic participation. Prior to launching her
philanthropic consulting practice, she held program positions at The Summit Charita-
ble Foundation, the Pew Global Stewardship Initiative, and the Pew Charitable Trusts.
She has also consulted for the David and Lucille Packard Foundation, the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, and the Garfield Foundation. She has held
previous positions in international education, development and humanitarian relief in
Switzerland, Pakistan, India and Egypt. She also serves as the executive director of
the SS United States Conservancy, a maritime preservation organization dedicated to
saving “America’s Flagship,” the SS United States. She holds a Master’s degree

in International Affairs from Columbia University’s School of International and Public
AffairsandaBachelor’'sdegree magnacumlaude from Brown University.
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