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Despite tremendous gains in women'’s rights since the fall of the
Taliban in 2002, Afghan women still face enormous challenges
to accessing justice. Drawn from more than six months of
in-depth field research in five Afghan provinces in 2011 and
2012, this report documents the pervasive inequality and
suffering of women across Afghanistan. No interviewees were
able to describe a situation in which a woman was treated
equally to a man or could fully exercise her rights to seek justice,
and many of the cases documented stemmed from violations
of women’s most fundamental rights, including domestic abuse,
rape or sexual assault, and punishment or imprisonment for
running away from home. This report probes how and where
women pursue justice, what barriers they face, and what the
Afghan government and international donors and program-
mers might do to help ensure long-term, sustainable access for
women to justice in Afghanistan.
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