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NETWORK OF NIGERIAN FACILITATORS
PROGRAM APPLICATION

Due: July 28, 2020 at 

12:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time
THE NETWORK OF NIGERIAN FACILITATORS
OVERVIEW

The U.S. Institute of Peace (USIP) seeks to strengthen local capacity for peace by identifying and training professional peace mediators to join its Network of Nigerian Facilitators (NNF). The NNF is made up of civic leaders and community activists who have in-depth knowledge of conflict trends in their communities, as well as trust, credibility, and influence to convene dialogues. Established in 2018, the NNF does not just operate at the community level; rather, the Network has been activated as part of the state-level peacebuilding architecture. As a result, the dialogue processes are directly connected to policymakers and decision-makers. 

USIP will provide training and mentorship to support the selected candidates to convene and advance dialogues in their communities, including but not limited to, dialogues that mediate conflicts between pastoralists and farmers; address longstanding cross-border violence; and enhance community-security relations in local communities.
REQUIREMENTS
Individuals selected to join the Network of Nigerian Facilitators will be expected to:

· Complete “Designing Community-Based Dialogue” online course
· Participate in a six-day, “Facilitating Dialogue” in-person training 

· Participate in a six-day, “Mediation & Non-violent Action” in-person training

· Actively participate in a mentorship and coaching program

· Design and implement a local dialogue process

USIP is closely monitoring the global COVID-19 pandemic and will notify selected candidates about dates and locations for the in-person trainings.  

APPLICATION AND PROGRAM TIMELINE
	June 19, 2020 
	Application opens

	June 19 – July 28, 2020 
	Applications accepted on a rolling basis at africa@usip.org 

	July 28, 2020 
	Application deadline; no submissions will be accepted after 12:00 noon EST

	August 14, 2020
	Semi-finalists notified via email by 17:00 (5:00pm) EST

	August 17 – August 28, 2020 
	Semi-finalists interviewed by phone (or Skype)

	September 11, 2020 
	Finalists notified

	September 26 – October 30, 2020 
	Online course, “Designing Community-Based Dialogue,” begins

	November 2020*** 
	In-person “Facilitating Dialogue” course 

	December 2020 – February 2021***
	In-person “Mediation & Non-violent Action” course


* The dates and locations of this timeline are contingent upon conditions related to COVID-19 and are, therefore, subject to change. 
** Facilitators in the network will be invited to apply for mini-grants in December 2020 through January 2021. Individuals selected to receive these funds will use them to convene dialogues in their communities.  The timeline for applying for the mini-grants will be released in November 2020.
*** Final dates for the in-person trainings are not finalized yet because of COVID-19, but they will be shared with finalists once they are notified.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

Applicants will not be discriminated against on the basis of race, color, gender, religion, socio-economic status, disability, sexual orientation, or gender identity. 
SELECTION PROCESS AND CRITERIA
The Network of Nigerian Facilitators selection process is an invitation-only competition. After the application deadline on July 28, 2020, a selection committee will review all applications. Semi-finalists will be chosen and interviewed by phone or Skype. The selection committee will use the following criteria to evaluate applications (not in order of importance)
· Must reside and have strong connections in his/her community;  
· Knowledge of the local context or conflict dynamics;
· Values and respects opinions of all community members, across divides;

· Demonstrated leadership skills;
· Ability to network within and without the community, link up with local and state government actors;
· Excellent verbal communication skills; 

· Willingness to participate and learn within and beyond USIP;

· Ability to self-motivate/work independently; and
· Background or strong demonstrated interest in peacebuilding-related or dialogue work;

· Ability to sustain efforts beyond the project period.
APPLICATION INSTRUCTION AND TIPS 
· If the response box on the application box does not provide enough space for your personal statements, you may submit them as an attachment, but please indicate this in the response box on the application. 

· All questions must be answered in English

· All answers in the application must be your own original work

· Please submit all materials (final application, CV/resume) in one email to africa@usip.org. Submissions that are incomplete or missing materials will not be considered.

· Submissions will be accepted no later than 12:00/noon EST on July 28, 2020. Semi-finalists will be notified by July 31, 2020. If you are not notified by this time, you have not been selected. 

· Any new or updated information about the program will be communicated via email. Please ensure that you keep USIP program staff up to date on any changes to your contact information.  

· Inquiries can be sent to africa@usip.org.
I. GENERAL INFORMATION

Legal Name (as it appears on your passport or national identification card)
     
Country of Residence          
 
     
Current place of residence (State and Town)
     

Phone Number (please include country code)

     
Email Address

     
What is your gender? Please mark one response below:

· Male

· Female

· Other: ________

How old are you? Please mark one response below:

· 18-25

· 26-35

· 36-45

· 46-55

· 56-65

· 66+

Ethnicity:

     

Religion:

     

What is the highest level of education you have completed? Please mark one response below:
· No formal education

· Incomplete primary education

· Completed primary education

· Incomplete secondary education

· Completed secondary education

· Incomplete higher education

· Completed higher education

· Incomplete masters education

· Completed masters education

· Other: __________

· I don’t know

In what field do you work? Please mark all that apply below:
· Education/academia

· Government

· Law and justice (police, court)

· Political party

· Civil society

· Caregiving
· Other: ________

Have you ever been involved in another community-based dialogue facilitator training program? Please mark one response below:
· Yes

· No

If you have been involved in another dialogue facilitator training program, please share the name of the other training program(s), the dates of the training, and which organization(s) coordinated the training(s).
	Name of Training Program
	Dates of Training Program
	Organization

	
	
	


How committed are you to/in completing the online training for this program? Please mark your level of commitment below:

□


□



□


       □

Very committed ----- Somewhat committed ----- Not very committed ---- Not at all committed

How committed are you to/in completing the in-person training for this program? Please mark your level of commitment below:

□


□



□


       □

Very committed ----- Somewhat committed ----- Not very committed ---- Not at all committed

As you think about your participation in the upcoming Nigerian Network of Facilitator’s training program on community-based dialogue, what challenges might influence your participation? Please mark all that apply below:
· Lack of access to a computer for the online trainings

· Lack of access to internet for the online trainings

· Not enough time due to work

· Not enough time due to my care-taking duties at home

· My supervisor at work not approving my participation

· My family not approving my participation

· Health risks (such as COVID-19 exposure or pre-existing health conditions)

· Safety risks (such as exposure to violence or crime)

· Other: _______
What are your preferred mode(s) of communication for updates related to the Network of Nigerian Facilitators? Please mark all that apply below:
· WhatsApp

· Email

· Text/SMS

· Facebook

· Phone call

· Other: _______

II. SHORT ESSAY
Tell us a little about your community. How long have you lived there? What do you like best about your community?
     
Describe what role you play in your community. This can be formal (e.g. teacher or working with the local government administration) or informal (e.g. meet regularly with a community group). 
     
What different identity groups are present in your community? Are there any divisions among them?
     
Describe your experience leading conversations with groups either formally or informally. Please include the goal of the conversation, the audience, content, and your involvement. 
     
Tell us about a time when you did or said something that had a positive impact on someone in your community.  
     
Describe a situation in which you overcame a significant obstacle.  
     
What is your motivation for joining the Facilitators Network?
     
What skills do you hope to gain, or what do you want to achieve as a result of your participation?

     
A year from now, what do you expect to gain from the Network of Nigerian Facilitators?

     
How will you balance this project with your ongoing work?  
     
III. ATTACHMENTS

Please submit an updated curriculum vitae or resume with this application.  The documents must be in English.

IV. CERTIFICATION

U.S. Government statutes provide civil and criminal penalties for attempting to obtain public funds by fraud or deception, and the Institute will act to prevent waste, fraud, or abuse in connection with program and other activities. I certify that the statements made in this application are true and complete to the best of my knowledge, that I am not delinquent in repaying any federal debt, and that I will not engage in the unlawful manufacture, distribution, possession, or use of a controlled substance while conducting any USIP sponsored activity.
Please sign to certify this statement.
Note: You may take a photo of this page and send it, or type your name if you do not have access to a scanner. 
Signature:
__________________________________

Name: 

__________________________________

Date:

__________________________________
ABOUT USIP 
The United States Institute of Peace is an independent national institute, founded by Congress in 1884 and dedicated to the proposition that a world without violent conflict is possible, practical, and essential for U.S. and global security. USIP pursues this vision on the ground in conflict zones, working with partners to prevent conflicts from turning to bloodshed and to end it when they do. The Institute provides training, analysis, and other resources to people, organizations, and governments working to build peace. For further information, please visit: www.usip.org. 

Application Deadline is July 28, 2020 at 12:00 (noon) Eastern Standard Time


