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peace as a positive, achievable and tangible 
m

easure of hum
an w

ellbeing and progress.

IEP has offices in Sydney, N
ew

 York, Brussels 
and M

exico C
ity. It w

orks w
ith a w

ide range 
of partners internationally and collaborates 
w

ith intergovernm
ental organizations 

on m
easuring and com

m
unicating the 

econom
ic value of peace.

The Positive Peace Index m
easures Positive Peace 

in 162 countries, covering 99 per cent of the 
w

orld’s population. It is the first global, quantitative 
approach to defining and m

easuring Positive 
Peace and is based on the social factors that have 
strongest statistically significant relationships w

ith 
the absence of violence.

IEP is an independent, non-partisan, non-profit 
think tank dedicated to shifting the w

orld’s focus to 
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A COMPILATION OF THE LEADING RESEARCH 
ON POSITIVE PEACE AND RESILIENCE

HIGHLIGHTS



UNDERSTANDING POSITIVE PEACE

... is the attitudes, institutions 
and structures which 
create and sustain peaceful 
societies

...is the absence of violence

POSITIVE PEACE

NEGATIVE PEACE

POSITIVE PEACE FACTORS

Well-functioning  
government

Positive Peace, the counterpart to Negative Peace, is the presence of the attitudes, institutions 
and structures that create and sustain peaceful societies. Well-developed Positive Peace 
represents the capacity for a society to meet the needs of citizens, reduce the number of 
grievances that arise and resolve remaining disagreements without the use of violence.

The Positive Peace Index measures Positive Peace in 162 countries, covering 99 per cent of the 
world’s population. It is the first global, quantitative approach to defining and measuring Positive 
Peace and is based on the social factors that have strongest statistically significant relationships 
with the absence of violence.

RESULTS & FINDINGS OF THE PPI 

Improvement in  
the global average  
PPI score since 2005

+1.65% 

Number of countries  
where Positive  
Peace improved  
and deteriorated

118
44

Score changes 
in the Pillars of 
Positive Peace:

-6%

-3.6%

-3.3%

-3.2%

-1%

-0.5%

+0.3%

+2%

     
improvement

deterioration



Deteriorations in peace are usually much 
larger than improvements, except in countries 
with high levels of Positive Peace:

Download the full 2016 Positive Peace Report, including the detailed methodology, at: visionofhumanity.org

POSITIVE PEACE PROVIDES THE 
RESILIENCE TO BUILD AND MAINTAIN 
HIGH LEVELS OF NEGATIVE PEACE.

Well-developed Positive Peace represents the capacity 
for a society to meet the needs of citizens, reduce the 
number of grievances that arise and resolve remaining 
disagreements without the use of violence.

... deteriorations  
in low Positive Peace 
countries were twice 
as large.

Breakdowns in 
peacefulness are 

consistently worse in  
low positive peace 

countries. 6.7%

Of the countries 
that became less 
peaceful from 
2005 to 2015…

Shocks and disasters occur 
roughly as often in low 
and high Positive Peace 
countries...

...but natural disasters lead 
to 13 times more deaths 
where Positive Peace and 
resilience are low

11.7%

Country groups  
by 2005 PPI score

0 0.05 0.10 0.15 0.20 0.25 0.30

CHANGE IN INTERNAL GPI SCORE, 2005—2016

TOP 40 POSITIVE  
PEACE COUNTRIES

GLOBAL AVERAGE

AVERAGE IMPROVEMENT

AVERAGE IMPROVEMENT

AVERAGE DETERIORATION

AVERAGE DETERIORATION

The 40 countries with the 
highest levels of Positive Peace 

consistently score well on all 
eight Pillars, because Positive 

Peace works as a system.

Resistance movements in high  
Positive Peace countries are:

MORE  
SUCCESSFUL

SHORTER AND  
LESS FREQUENT

LESS 
VIOLENT


