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GBV in Crisis

GBV occurs everywhere –in crisis, increase is 

likely because:

 absence of law & order

 lack of support services

 increased vulnerability

 breakdown of community networks

GBV is under-reported everywhere – even in 

countries with high-quality services 

 Haiti basic services lost - reported cases present 

incomplete picture



GBV in Haiti

 GBV not new - rape as political weapon during 

times of instability

 Mostly female survivors – but males also 

affected

Forms:

 Sexual violence – most immediate and dangerous

 Sexual exploitation & abuse – driven by crisis

 Domestic violence – common post-crisis

 Trafficking & forced prostitution

 Forced & early marriage

Even one case of GBV is one too many



Opportunities to 

Build On

“Concertation Nationale Contre

les Violences Faites aux Femmes” 

• government, international 

agencies, & local groups

• System & structures for 

preventing, responding to & 

tracking GBV

• National Action Plan to end 

Violence Against Women 

2006-2011

Women’s Ministry

Civil society



Challenges

 Loss of feminist leaders 

 Decimation of the 

Women’s Ministry

 Haitian women subjected 

to further violence

 Camp conditions 

difficult

 No women’s shelter

 No case management 

system

 Increased insecurity



GBV Coordination

 Information, 

participation, 

communication & 

collective action

 Co-led by women’s 

ministry – government & 

NGO & UN membership 

 500+ technical experts, 

activists, & advocates

 PAP & departments



Why is GBV Coordination 

Necessary?

 Integrate GBV prevention & response 

activities throughout humanitarian response

 Institutionalize existing GBV mechanisms, 

enhance them with global good practice & 

help take them to scale

 Support for survivors - and those at risk of 

violence

 Support for local organizations that will 

continue to work for Haitian women 



(1) Be proactive about 

prevention & protection 

 Reduce risk because of camp layout & aid 

distribution

 Engage security sector

 Communicate prevention messages through 

various media & curricula

 Support livelihoods & decrease 

vulnerabilities – women & men

 Prevent SEA



(2) Ensure access to 

essential services

 Support referral & care system for access 

to healthcare, psychosocial care & legal aid

 Establish case management system – national 

certification program

 Disseminate information on services for GBV 

survivors

 Work with security sector to respond to 

cases safely, effectively & appropriately

 Create safe spaces for women



(3) Re-establish monitoring, 

reporting & coordination 

mechanisms

 Build capacity of public institutions & NGOs 

to prevent & respond to GBV 

 Strengthen national response by working 

within national 5-year plan - & creation of 

new plan

 Support & improve data collection

 Expand to all departments

 Increase resources & staffing for GBV 

coordination



Women are 

Asking For…

 Access to economic 

opportunity

 Support to rebuild 

their lives & provide 

for themselves & their 

families 

 Participation in all 

aspects of recovery

 Safe spaces & shelters

 A voice in the process



Opportunities from 

the Ashes

 Time for change – prioritize women’s 

empowerment & address root causes of 

vulnerability

 Ensure that women benefit from all services

 Advocate for gender integration in all aspects 

of response

 Understand context, perspectives, experiences

 Work with Haitian women to build a new society 

that rests on principles of human rights



If I could do one 

thing for women it 

would be to help 

them take charge 

of their own 

bodies & protect 

them. My Haitian 

sisters are 

entitled to a life 

of dignity & 

respect – even if it 

is one they never 

knew before. 

Maybe from the 

rubble & remains 

of this tragedy we 

have an 

opportunity to 

build a better 

Haiti for women.


