
 1 

Descriptive Title 
 

 
Your essay should have three parts: an Introduction, Body, and Conclusion. It 

must not include any identifying information (name, city, school) anywhere on the essay. 

It should be typed, double-spaced, with left and right margins set at 1 ¼ inches on 8 ½ by 

11 inch paper. It should not be more than 1,500 words long, not including title, citations 

or bibliography. Internet sources need to be listed separately from other sources in the 

bibliography. To fare better, you should use a variety of sources, such as academic 

journal, news magazines, newspapers, books, government documents, publications from 

research organizations. These sources should be properly credited by using the MLA, 

Chicago, or APA styles for your citations and bibliography.  

To find out more about what types of essays win the National Peace Essay 

Contest, you can read the essays of past winners online at www.usip.org/npec.  


