DRAFT COURSE SYLLABUS 03/15/2012
China’s Nuclear Posture, North Korea’s Nuclear Challenge, and

U.S. National Security 
United States Institute of Peace

Academy for International Conflict Management and Peacebuilding

Course Instructor: Bruce W. MacDonald

Contact Information: bmacdonald@usip.org
Time: March 20-22, 2012
Place: USIP, 2301 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20037
Prerequisite:  2-hour USIP Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) On-Line Case Study [ch. 4]


(Can be found at: http://origin.usip.org/training/online/negotiation/4_0_1.php)
3/20:  INTRODUCTION AND THE BASICS
1.
Course Introduction 

0930 – 0945
Introduction and Overview
2.
0945 – 1100
Nuclear Weapons, Deterrence, and U.S. Policy [MacDonald/Lekson]


A. 
Elements of strategic posture: Weapons, Policy, Arms Control, and More

B.
Why deterrence and how it works



1.  Dissuasion/Compellance



2.  Punish and Deny



3.  Extended Deterrence


C.
Crisis stability, strategic stability, arms race stability, regional stability

D.  
Implications for deterrence in a transition to lower numbers of nuclear weapons

E.
China, North Korea, and the 2010 Nuclear Posture Review

F.
Class Discussion


1100 – 1115
Break

3. 
1115 – 1230   
Nuclear Weapons in Chinese Security Policy: Continuity & Change [Park]

A. U.S.-China Relations Today
B. Chinese Nuclear Posture and Policy
C. Recent Developments (Modernization, Space, Cyber)

1230 – 1330
Working Lunch: Group Discussion on Chinese Nuclear Policy


4.
1330 – 1415
North Korea’s Path to the Bomb: Nuclear Basics [MacDonald]


A.
How a Bomb Works

B.
Key Ingredients

C.
North Korean Nuclear Milestones

D.
North Korean Delivery Systems

E.
Nuclear Postures of China and North Korea

5.
1415 – 1530
Nuclear Challenges on the Korean Peninsula (Park)


A.
North Korean Security Issues and Policy


B.  
North Korean Security and Foreign Policy Objectives


C.
North Korea’s Nuclear Intentions


D.  
South Korean Security Issues with North Korea


E.
North Korean Nuclear Commerce

1530 – 1545
Break

6.
1545 – 1630
Group discussion on U.S. options on North Korea [MacDonald, Lekson]

7.
1630 – 1645
Wrap-up


3/21:  THE FUTURE AND DIRECTIONS FOR DIALOGUE

0930 – 0945
Recap of Yesterday

8.
0945 – 1115
Potential Issues and Obstacles in the U.S.-China Strategic Relationship



[MacDonald/Lekson/Park]



A.
Strategic modernization


B.
Integration into New START framework


C.
Other issues (space, cyber, prompt global strike, etc.)


1115 – 1130 
Break

9. 
1130 – 1230
China, North Korea, and defense against nuclear weapons: pro’s and con’s


1230 – 1330
Lunch (30-minute informal group discussion on missile defense)
10.  
1330 – ​1430
Engaging China in the Strategic Arms Control Process [MacDonald]

A.
Steps Short of Arms Control (rules of the road, best practices, etc.)


B.
Likely Chinese Objectives


C.  
U.S., Russian, and Other Issues


D. 
Possible Outcomes

 
1430 – 1445
Break

11.
1445 -- 1530
Small group discussions on tackling obstacles to strategic stability
12.
1530 – 1630
Other Nuclear Powers’ Impact on China [Lekson, Park, MacDonald]

A. Russia-China: Declining Power, Rising Power, and the Arms Control Legacy 

B. India-China: the Burdens of History and Modern Competition
C. Implications for the U.S. – China Nuclear Relationship

D. North Korea and China in the Future

1630 – 1645
Wrap-up

3/22:  GROUP EXERCISE: CHINA AND MISSILE DEFENSES


0930 – 0945
Recap of Yesterday, Exercise Introduction [MacDonald]

13.
0945 – 1100
Phase 1 begins:


Students break into groups


Intelligence Reports handed out, student teams discuss


Student teams make preliminary recommendations

Open discussion


1100 – 1115
Break

14.
1115 – 1200
Phase 2 Breakouts- Intelligence reports handed out, teams discuss


1200 – 1300
Lunch 


15.
1300 – 1330
Teams prepare briefs [also can use part of lunch hour]
16.
1330 – 1415
Phase 2 Brief (including Q&A)

17.
1415 – 1445 
Debrief Scenarios

18.
1445 – 1500 
Closing Comments [MacDonald, Lekson]

