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We all stand here today to commend you, the leaders and representatives from industries, NGO groups, and governments because together under the Public-Private Alliance for Responsible Minerals Trade (PPA) we will make a difference in the lives of people in the Eastern Congo and the Great Lakes region.

We have all worked long and tirelessly to ensure that the natural resources in the Congo are developed sustainably, benefit the communities involved in the mining sector, and contribute to regional stability and economic prosperity.  Our mutual efforts taken to regulate the trade of natural resources are aimed at stopping the unregulated exploitation and illicit trade in minerals. This Illicit trade has exacerbated the climate of insecurity in the eastern DRC as armed groups have used these profits to fund their destabilizing and divisive activities.  

The PPA is an important step.  It is one of a multitude of programs and actions the U.S. Government is undertaking to contribute to increased security and economic stability in the DRC.  Together, industry, NGO groups, governments, and international groups, are committed to helping to protect mining communities so they will benefit from their work and sever the revenues to armed groups that exploit these resources.  

No effort is without consequences. But we strive to ensure that the actions we support and take will have an outcome that will help improve the human condition and benefit the people, contributing to stability and economic prosperity.  To try to do good, to right wrongs, to help communities and people in need, to end the suffering at the hands of armed groups and hold countries, companies and entities accountable for their actions remain important objectives.

We, all of us, need to do more.  The U.S. is, among other activities, providing assistance to train mining police and secure trade routes.  The formation of this Public-Private Alliance to mobilize support for existing efforts to establish conflict-free supply chains from the region is a major step. These measures will help regional economic integration and enhance interstate trade, which will, in turn, strengthen livelihoods for many communities in the region.  

We commend all of here today for your commitment to the region, and commit ourselves to support you in promoting responsible investment opportunities that will further support sustainable economic growth and development in the region. Each of you are making the Congo a better place.  

Finally, I want to commend the efforts of the eleven countries of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) in establishing a regional tracking and certification scheme for conflict minerals.   The launch of the PPA and the efforts of the ICGLR, the private sector and civil society are critical, and we look forward to working with all of you on this important journey. 

